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Money and Politics

by Allistair Elliott, AFM Vice President from Canada

In Canada, the arts
and culture sector
contributed more
than $65 billion to direct gross domestic
product (GDP) last year. The total eco-
nomic impact of the sector is over $100
billion in GDP. The reality is that arts and
culture in Canada supports more jobs per
dollar than other key sectors such as oil
and gas, manufacturing, or agriculture,
and generates $29 in economic activity
for every dollar in federal investment.

Announcements in the federal budget
last month extended funding for the next
three years to Canada Music Fund. While
our Creative Industries Coalition lobby
efforts for a Live Performance Tax Credit
were considered, the budget fell short of
including such an announcement.

Collecting statistics such as above, which
were shared from the Canadian Chamber
of Commerce report published Oct 28,

2025, as well as the data we collected
from the town hall meetings last month,
are critical to advocacy efforts to build
political power for our union.

After our recent submission to Global
Affairs Canada on the Canada United
States and Mexico Agreement (CUSMA),
I recently had the opportunity to meet
with Member of Parliament for Freder-
icton, New Brunswick, David Myles to
discuss current advocacy strategy on P-2
visa issues. I am thankful to Member of
Parliament Myles, who is a former AFM
member and Juno Award winnet, for
taking a personal interest. I look forward
to working with him on this file.

On November 12, I met with staff in Min-
ister Dominic LeBlanc’s office. Minister
LeBlanc serves as president of the King's
Privy Council and is the minister respon-
sible for Canada-US Trade, Intergovern-
mental Affairs and Minister of Internal

L'argent et la politique

par Allistair Elliott, vice-président de I'AFM pour le Canada

Trade. His office is front and centre in
negotiations with the US administration.

Canadian Conference Secretary and
Local 180 (Ottawa, ON) Secretary-Trea-
surer Robin Moir and I had a productive
meeting with the Director of Policy and
a Senior Policy Advisor from Minister
LeBlanc’s office. We had open and con-
structive conversations around specific
issues and strategy for Canadian mu-
sicians travelling to the US for work.
Further meetings with senior policy staff
at Global Affairs Canada and a meeting
with Canadian Air Transport Security
Authority (CATSA) staff completed a
couple of productive and informative
days on continuing advocacy efforts in
Ottawa.

Thank you to the attendees at our town
hall meetings over the last few weeks.
The information and data continue to
be collected. The discussions from these

recent meetings in Ottawa showed high
interest in our CUSMA submission and
are an indication of further, more in-
depth discussions to come.

The work in Washington, DC, by AFM
Director of Government Affairs Ben
Kessler and International President
Tino Gagliardi with the Labor Advisory
Committee have been completely syn-
chronized with our submission to Global
Affairs Canada on the CUSMA submis-
sion. L anticipate further discussions with
senior policy staff in Minister LeBlanc’s
office in the coming months.

Our AFM mission statement at work
means members continue to engage
through our locals to have a meaningful
voice in decisions that affect us, and we
will continue building political power to
ensutre that musicians’ voices are heard at
every level of government.

Au Canada, le secteur des arts et de la
culture a contribué & hauteur de plus de
65 milliards de dollars au produit inté-
rieur brut (PIB) direct l'année derniére.
Limpact économique total du secteur dé-
passe les 100 milliards de dollars de PIB.
De fait, les arts et la culture au Canada
soutiennent plus demplois par dollar que
dlautres secteurs clés tels que le pétrole
et le gaz, l'industrie manufacturiére ou
‘agriculture, et ils générent 29 dollars
dactivité économique pour chaque dollar
investi par le gouvernement fédéral.

Parmiles annonces liées au budget fédéral
le mois dernier figure le prolongement
pour trois ans du financement pour le
Fonds de la musique du Canada. Toute-
fois, bien que nos démarches avecla Coa-
lition des industries créatives en faveur
d'un crédit d'impét pour les spectacles
aient été prises en considération, le bud-
get n'a pas inclus d'annonce a cet égard.

La collecte de statistiques telles que celles
énumérées ci-haut, qui sont tirées du
rapport de la Chambre de commerce du
Canada publié le 28 octobre 2025, ainsi
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que des données que nous avons recueil-
lies lors des assemblées publiques du mois
dernier, est essentielle pour nos actions de
lobbyisme en vue de renforcer le pouvoir
politique de notre syndicat.

Aprés notre récente soumission a Af-
faires mondiales Canada concernant
'Accord Canada-Ftats-Unis-Mexique
(ACEUM), jai récemment eu loccasion
de rencontrer le député de Fredericton
(Nouveau-Brunswick), David Myles,
pour discuter de la stratégie actuelle de
défense de nos intéréts en matiére de per-
mis P-2. Je suis reconnaissant au député
Myles, ancien membre deTAFM et lauréat
d’un prix Juno, de sétre personnellement
intéressé a cette question, et je me réjouis
de travailler avec lui sur ce dossier.

Le 12 novembre, jai rencontré le per-
sonnel du cabinet du ministre Domi-
nic LeBlanc. Le ministre LeBlanc est
président du Conseil privé du Roi et
ministre responsable du Commerce
Canada-Ftats-Unis, des Affaires inter-
gouvernementales et du Commerce
intérieur. Son cabinet estau premier plan

des négociations avec l'administration
américaine.

Robin Moir, secrétaire de la Conférence
canadienne de TAFM et secrétaire tréso-
rier de la section locale 180 (Ottawa,
Ontario), et moi-méme avons eu une
réunion productive avec le directeur
des politiques et un conseiller principal
en politiques du cabinet du ministre
LeBlanc. Nos conversations ont été ou-
vertes et constructives et porté sur des
questions spécifiques, notamment la
stratégie a adopter pour les musiciens
canadiens qui se rendent aux Etats-Unis
en vue de travailler. D'autres réunions
avec des hauts responsables politiques
d'Affaires mondiales Canada et une ré-
union avec le personnel de 'Administra-
tion canadienne de la stireté du transport
aérien (ACSTA) ont complété ces deux
journées productives et instructives a
Ottawa consacrées a la poursuite de nos
efforts de lobbyisme.

Merci a tous ceux qui ont participé a
nos assemblées publiques au cours des
derniéres semaines. La collecte d’in-

formations et de données se poursuit.
Les échanges qui ont eu lieu lors de ces
récentes réunions a Ottawa ont démon-
tré un vif intérét pour notre soumission
relative 8 TACEUM et laissent présager
des discussions plus approfondies a venir.

Le travail effectué a Washington D.C. par
le directeur des Affaires gouvernementales
de TAFM, Ben Kessler, et le président in-
ternational, Tino Gagliardi, avec le Comité
consultatif du travail a été parfaitement
synchronisé avec notre soumission a Af-
faires mondiales Canada sur TACEUM. Je
prévois qu'il y aura dautres discussions avec
les hauts responsables politiques du cabinet
du ministre LeBlanc dans les mois a venir.

Notre mission, telle que définie dans
[énoncé de mission de TAFM, signifie que
nos membres continuent de sengager par
I'intermédiaire de nos sections locales
afin d’avoir une voix significative dans
les décisions qui les concernent. Et nous
continuerons a renforcer notre pouvoir
politique afin de garantir que la voix des
musiciens soit entendue a tous les paliers
de gouvernement.
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Hamilton Musicians’ Guild
Outgoing Executive Board 2024-2025

Paul Panchezak
2nd Vice Pres

Ryan McKenna
Director

Ron Palangio
Marshall

Haley Marie Donald Bruce Tuumay

¥
Loralee McGuirl o peckiries c
B\ \"_AMERICAN
DEARON \o7 —JORERLSAN
Michael Bittle OF MUSICIANS
OF MUSICIANS : = T MUILIAN
Office Admin
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Hamilton Musicians’ Guild
Incoming Executive Board 2026-2027

Larry Feudo Paul Panchezak

1st Vice Pres President 2nd Vice Pres

Loralee McGuirl John Staley Ginger Graham

Director Director Director

ANADIAN R\ . MERICA
UF%HS.FMI;*%I Michael Bittle u?%@ﬂﬁs

Office Admin
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- Investment
A¥%4 Planning Counsel” IP F

Canassan |esme Peogecting (und

IPC SECURITIES CORPORATION MEMBER
NEXT STEPS PLANNING 2023 Female Trailblazer of the Year

2024 Excellence Award for Philanthropy &
Community Service by Wealth Professional.

WEALTH ADVICE WEALTH ADVISOR

RETIREMENT, ESTATE PLANNING

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONS A MARIE PHILLIPS
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS * ey MFAP

*Insurance offered through NSP INC

As an amateur musician, Marie has channeled her passion for
the arts into philanthropic endeavours that enrich her community.

One is the loneliest number ...

When 2 or more new members join the HMG at the same time,
they save $ 105 each in Initiation Fees!

Only the lonely pay more.

Get a friend, neighbour or your band members
to join the Hamilton Musicians’ Guild with you
and save $$ big time!

Phone: 905-525-4040
Email: local293hmg@bellnet.ca
www.HamiltonMusicians.org
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Membership Matters

WELCOME:
NEW MEMBERS
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GoProHostin

An exclusive AFM members only service.
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We know what musicians need:

Affordable Web Hosting for Musicians

Exclusively for AFM Members and Locals

» Domain name registration,
transfers, and renewals

268 dik space

» Web hosting for new and
existing sites

» Email and phone technical
support

www.GoProHosting.com
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The Recording Industry’s

MUSIC

PERFORMANCE
TRUST FUND
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“Basutiful Scars tears the heart, it is raw, gritty and
a true song of love.” : L
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“My school holiday concert has been cancelled.
Frosty the Snowman has the same name as a drug
dealer, Rudolph is a victim of bullying, Jingle Bells

denies global warming and White Christmas is racist.”
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When vyour show is live,
anything can happen.

Insurance for professional musicians
O Eqgquipment Coverage
O Liability

For CFM Members
Cristina Omar

Tel: 512-325-1785
Toll: 1-800-463-4700
cristina.omar@hubinternational.com

hubinternational.com HUB

Sales - Rentals - Lessons - Repairs 7 In-Store Financing - Print Music - Online Shopping

I‘-_ T Long & McQuade 2444 Barton St. E

T MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS il
long=-mcquade.com hamilton@long-mcquade.com
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She qpened their eyes U0 some
enllphlening concepls that were
a/(pza/r(/%f 1o them,”
Marie actively volunteers
her time advocating for
FINANCIAL financial literacy and
"""""""" philanthropy in the arts sector
LII%E%/}%Y TMM}NJ,!;,%,Q"‘ and is also an amateur musician.
MUSIC | CONTACT US
INDUSTRY g
- FINANCIAL PLANNING
@ Investment . NEXT STEPS PLANNING.ca = CONCEPTS TOOLKIT
Planning Counsel Marie Phillips, B.A. (Hons), RRC, CFDS, PFP, FCSI, MFA-P
IPC SECURITIES CORPORATION Wealth Advisor d Q PEP m mum@u
905 648.2425 x 225 marie.phillips@ipcsecurities.com www.nextstepsplanning.ca
9 Q The Harvest ETFs Award for
L *J Female Trailblazer of the Year

Wealth Marie Phill
P rOfe S S I O n O | B.A. (S\SI)’LE@ CFDS, PI!P FLEREA—PW

Awards i’ Wealth Advisor

E)( ELI I:[\J E NEXT STEPS PLANNING
WINNER R e

@4 Planning Counsel® C"PF

Carcation Snemsice Prosrctisn Tond

IPC SECURITIES CORPORATION M_EMm
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wani y Uil Ul LiicunoTu:

You can choose between checking your instrument with the airline or bringing it into
the cabin as carry-on luggage.

Consult your airline ahead of time to determine if your instrument qualifies as a
carry-on (depending on its size, it may have to be checked).

~ Remember that most airlines limit the number of carry-on items you may
bring.

~ The airline may give you the option of purchasing a separate ticket for your
instrument.

»~ If you opt for carry-on, you must comply with the rules for permitted items.

Whether carry-on or checked, it is up to you to ensure that fragile items are packed
properly and safely.

X-ray or manual search?

If you opt to bring your instrument as carry-on, or purchase a separate ticket, you'll
bring it with you through the security screening checkpoint. You have a choice here
as well: you can allow your instrument case to be scanned with the X-ray machine or
you may request a manual search.
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