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International Musician

Trade, Tariffs, and Traveling to the US for a Gig

by Allistair Elliott, AFM Vice President from Canada

The trade relation-
ship between the
US and Canada is
the largest in the
world. According
to statistics on Wikipedia, the goods and
services traded between our two countries
totalled $923 billion in 2023. US exports were
$441 billion, while imports were $482 billion,
fora US $41 billion trade deficit with Canada.

Canada historically held a trade deficit with
the US every year since 1985 in net trade of
goods, excluding services. The trade across
the Ambassador Bridge, between Windsor,
Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan, alone is
equal to all trade between the US and Japan.

Energy trade is the largest component of
this cross-border commerce. Canada has the
third largest oil reserves (after Saudi Arabia
and Venezuela). The US has historically been
Canada’s only foreign market for natural
gas, oil, and hydro. Agriculture (specifically
dairy products) has been a source of tension
in recent years, as is the importation of less
costly prescription drugs from Canada to the
US. Due to the Canadian government's price

Commerce, tarifs et déplacements aux Etats-Unis pour travailler

controls, the cost of prescription drugs can
be a fraction of the price paid by consumers
in the US, where the market is unregulated.
Over the years, other commodities, such
as lumber, have been the subject of trade
disputes in this chess game.

What does this have to do with our industry?
Well, buried way down in the list of trade
issues are media and culture. While generally
low onboth governments’ priority lists, these
are of high interest to our industry.

For Canadian musicians, travel to the US for
work requires a visa for all types of musical
engagements. Expanding their careers into
this larger market is a goal for many Cana-
dian musicians. They currently face many
challenges even after taking all the right steps
to obtain a visa.

Since June 2024, the process to apply requires
more and more lead time due to longer pro-
cessing times and administrative changes at
US Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS). The delays seem to occur randomly
inabout 50% of the applications with no way
to predict which ones will be delayed.

par Allistair Elliott, vice-président de I'AFM pour le Canada

The cost also continues to increase because
growing backlogs and delays require the
Premium Processing fee to be paid more
frequently. AFM lobby efforts, both solo
and with a committee of other US industry
representatives and immigration attorneys,
worked hard to prevent costs from increasing
astronomically. (From $460-$510 for a P-2
visa, versus USCIS proposed $1,615, when
new fee rules were implemented in April
2024.) Although costs are burdensome for
all our members working in the US, this is
a huge issue among independent, touring
freelance musicians in Canada. And when
they do not receive their visas in a timely
manner, they can see entire tours crumble.

With the new administration in power in
Washington, DC, and the threat of higher
tariffs looming, governments on both sides
of the border are posturing, puffing out their
chests with statements that threaten this, that,
and the other.

We are two countries, but we are one union.
AFM staff continues to work together on
both sides of the border to represent all
members. Our P-2 visa staff work tirelessly

to process visa applications, while pivoting
to face processing hurdles USCIS throws in
the way. We understand that this is a stressful
time for members awaiting information on
their visa status. Rest assured that our staff
continue to work in a timely and efficient
manner on their behalf.

AFM Director of Government Affairs Ben
Kessler and Executive Director AFM Cana-
dian Office Liana White are the key point
persons for the P-2 visa process, in respect
to both lobbying and administrative work.

At the AFM, we are collectively holding our
breath on how trade will be affected between
the US and Canada as the plans of the new
US administration unfold. We will continue
to work together as the American Federation
of Musicians of the United States and Canada
to facilitate our Canadian musicians traveling
to the US to work.

Throughout history, as governments change
and politics interfere with this critical piece
of our world, we adjust, pivot, and endeavor
to work together to do our best to make the
lives of professional musicians better.

Les échanges commerciaux entre les
Etats-Unis et le Canada constituent le plus
important marché international au monde.
Selon les statistiques de Wikipédia, les
biens et services échangés entre nos deux
pays se sont chiffrés a 923 milliards de
dollars en 2023. Les Etats-Unis ont exporté
pour 441 milliards et importé pour 482
milliards de dollars, les laissant avec un
déficit commercial de 41 milliards avec
le Canada.

Historiquement, le Canada a un déficit
commercial avec les Etats-Unis chaque
année depuis 1985 en échange net de
biens, excluant les services. Les biens qui
traversent le pont Ambassador entre Wind-
sor, en Ontario, et Détroit, au Michigan,
équivalent 4 eux seuls a tout le commerce
entre les Etats-Unis et le Japon.

Cst Iénergie qui occupe la plus grande part
de ce commerce transfrontalier, le Canada
détenant les troisiémes plus importantes
réserves de pétrole au monde (aprés Arabie
Saoudite et le Venezuela). Les Etats-Unis
ont toujours été le seul marché étranger
pour le gaz naturel, le pétrole et [énergie
hydroélectrique du Canada. Lagriculture,
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particulierement les produits laitiers, a été
une source de tensions dans les derniéres
années, tout comme I'importation de mé-
dicaments dordonnance, moins cotiteux
au Canada quaux Etats-Unis. En effet, en
raison du contrdle des prix exercé par le
gouvernement du Canada, les médicaments
colitent parfois une fraction du prix que
paient les consommateurs aux Etats-Unis,
o1 le marché nest soumis a aucune régula-
tion. Au fil des ans, d'autres biens tels que
le bois dceuvre ont fait Tobjet de disputes
commerciales dans ce jeu déchecs.

En quoi cela concerne-t-il notre industrie?
Eh bien, vers la fin d'une longue liste den-
jeux commerciaux se trouvent les médias
et la culture. Bien qu'ils occupent le bas de
léchelle des priorités des deux gouverne-
ments, ils sont trés importants pour notre
industrie.

Les musiciens canadiens qui voyagent
aux Etats-Unis pour y travailler doivent
obtenir un permis, quel que soit le type de
leur engagement musical. Etendre sa car-
riére dans cet important marché intéresse
beaucoup de musiciens canadiens, mais ils
font actuellement face & de nombreux défis,

méme aprés avoir fait tout ce qu’il faut pour
obtenir un permis.

Depuis juin 2024, les demandes doivent
se faire de plus en plus a avance en raison
de délais de traitement plus longs et de
changements administratifs aux USCIS, les
services de citoyenneté et d'immigration
des Etats-Unis. Les trés longs délais sem-
blent se produire au hasard dans environ 50
pour cent des cas, sans qu'il soit possible de
prévoir quelles demandes seront touchées.

Les colits continuent daugmenter aussi
parce que laccumulation des demandes et
les délais obligent plus souvent les membres
a recourir au traitement Premium. CAFM,
par des initiatives de lobbying en son propre
nom et comme membre d'un comité réunis-
sant d’autres représentants américains de
P'industrie ainsi que des avocats en matiére
d’immigration, a travaillé trés fort pour
éviter que les frais faugmentent de maniére
astronomique (de 460 $ - 510 $ pour un
permis P-2 & 1615 $ comme proposé par
les USCIS au moment de la mise en ceuvre
des nouvelles regles, en avril 2024.) Bien que
ces frais soient lourds & assumer pour tous
nos membres qui travaillent aux FEtats-Unis,

ils constituent un enjeu particuliérement
difficile pour les musiciens de tournée qui
sont des travailleurs autonomes indépen-
dants au Canada. Lorsqu'ils ne regoivent
pas leur permis en temps opportun, il arrive
que toute une tournée seffondre.

Avec la nouvelle administration en place
4 Washington et la menace de tarifs plus
élevés a Ihorizon, les gouvernements des
deux cotés dela frontiére jouent de posture,
bombant le torse et menacant de faire ceci
ou cela,

Nous sommes deux pays, mais un seul
syndicat. Nous travaillons ensemble des
deux cotés dela frontiere pour représenter
tous nos membres. Notre personnel dédié
aux permis P-2 continue de travailler sans
relache pour traiter les demandes et com-
poser avec les obstacles que leur lancent a
tout moment les USCIS. Nous comprenons
que cest une période stressante pour nos
membres qui attendent de savoir ot en est
leur demande de permis. Soyez assurés que
notre personnel travaille efficacement et en
temps voulu en votre nom.
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January 13, 2025
Ottawa, Ontario

The Canadian Conference of Musicians’is proud to announce an agreement with ARTISTI!

ARTISTI is the Canadian licensing body that has been managing the collection and
managing of neighbouring rights for musicians and artists in Quebec since 1997.

Upon the winding down of business by our former partner, MROC, ARTISTI has welcomed
the vast majority of former MROC members and has approached the Canadian Conference
to form an agreement similar to the one we had with MROC.

After productive negotiations we are delighted to announce that talks were successfully
concluded in late December 2024.

This achievement was possible because of the positive relationship among all the parties
involved.

Canadian Locals will direct all CFM members, to join forces with ARTISTI to ensure that
their rights and royalties are protected and efficiently managed while enjoying personalized
support and exclusive resources.

L# -l [--
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Hamilton Musicians’ Guild

Paul Panchezak
2nd Vice Pres

Ryan McKenna
Director

Ron Palangio
Marshall

Haley Marie Donald Bruce Tournay

L
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Office Admin
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- Investment
A4 Planning Counsel® C ﬁP F

IPC SECURITIES CORPORATION MEMBER
NEXT STEPS PLANNING 2023 Female Trailblazer of the Year

2024 Excellence Award for Philanthropy &
Community Service by Wealth Professional.

WEALTH ADVICE S EATT ADUISCR
RETIREMENT, ESTATE PLANNING H., H

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONS Filp i MﬂmE PH".I.IPS
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS * P

*Insurance offered through NSP INC

As an amateur musician, Marie has channeled her passion for
the arts into philanthropic endeavours that enrich her community.
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Membership Matters
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One is the loneliest number ...

When 2 or more new members join the HMG at the same time,
) N they save $ 105 each in Initiation Fees!

Only the lonely pay more.
" Get a friend, neighbour or your band members
S B to join the Hamilton Musicians’ Guild with you

" and save $$ big time!

7 Phone: 905-525-4040

Email: local293hmg@bellnet.ca
www.HamiltonMusicians.org
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FRI APR 4
Noon-1:00pm
Central Library
Carolyn Credtco
uartet

FRI APR 11
2:00pm-3:00pm
Concession Branch
Strat Andriotis Trio

FRI APR 25
2:00pm-3:00pm
Barton Branch
Darcy Hepner
Quartet

Concerts Generously
Funded by the Hamilton
Musicians’ Guild

March, 2025

FRI APR 4
2:00pm-3:00pm
Ancaster Branch

Gypsy Spirit

SAT APR 12
1:00pm-2:00pm
Waterdown Branch
Jay Burr Project

FRI APR 25
3:30pm-4:30pm
Terryberry Branch
Patti Payne Trio

SAT APR 5
1:00pm-2:00pm
Turner Park Branch

Henry Strong Trio

MON APR 14
12:30pm-1:30pm
Saltfleet Branch
Ron Palangio
Quartet

MON APR 28

1:00pm-2:00pm

Binbrook Branch
Trout Lily

WED APR 9
2:30pm-3:30pm
Sherwood Branch
Roberto Santos
Quartet

WED APR 16
6:00pm-7:00pm
VaHey Park Branch
Jazz the Big Band

WED APR 30
12:00pm-1:00pm
Red EHII Branch

Guitar of Fire Trio

Free Live Music
hpl.ca/jazz-month 75

FRI APR 11

Noon-1:00pm

Central Library
Trickbag

THU APR

24

10:30am-11:30am
Dundas Branch
The Hive

.%LI
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An exclusive AFM members only service.
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We know what musicians need:

Affordable Web Hosting for Musicians

Exclusively for AFM Members and Locals

» Domain name registration,
transfers, and renewals

268 dik space

» Web hosting for new and
existing sites

» Email and phone technical
support

www.GoProHosting.com
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